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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

TITLE: Cultural Resource Survey for the
El Montevideo Project
County of San Diego, California

AUTHORS: Monica Guerrero and Dennis R. Gallegos
Gallegos & Associates
5671 Palmer Way, Suite A
Carlsbad, California 92010

DATE: September 2005

SOURCE OF COPIES: South Coastal Information Center
San Diego State University
4283 El Cajon Blvd., Suite 250
San Diego, California 92105

ABSTRACT:

This study provides the results of a literature review, record search, and field survey for
the 17.8-acre El Montevideo project. This study was conducted in compliance with
County of San Diego and California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) guidelines.

Ground visibility was fair to poor, as most of the project area consists of steep slopes
covered by orchards. The literature review identified no previously recorded prehistoric
or historic cultural resources within the project area. The field survey was also negative,
identifying no new cultural resources within the project area. Given the absence of
previously recorded cultural resources and the negative field survey, no additional
cultural resource work is recommmended.
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SECTION 1
INTRODUCTION

1.1 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This study was prepared by Gallegos & Associates for the El Montevideo project. The
property is proposed for minor residential subdivision of 17.8 acres located within the
San Dieguito Community Plan area. The project area is situated on the south side of El
Montevideo and east of Via De Fortuna, in the community of Rancho Santa Fe, m the
County of San Diego. The project area is bound on the east, south, and west by
undeveloped land, orchards, and residential subdivisions, and on the north by El
Montevideo road, and is depicted on the Rancho Santa Fe USGS 7.5' topographic
quadrangle (Figures 1-1 and 1-2). This study was conducted in compliance with County
of San Diego and California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) guidelines.

1.2 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

The northwest portion of the property is situated on a low outlying ridge finger consisting
of gently sloping land. The southeast portion of the property is located on steep slopes.
The northeast portion of the project area consists of gently sloping land and the southeast
edge of the parcel is bound by a seasonal drainage. The eastern edge of the San Eljo
Lagoon is located less than one mile west of the project area. Vegetation within the

project area consists primarily of orchards and some native and non-native grasses.
1.3 CULTURAL HISTORY
1.3.1 Prehistoric Period

Native Americans occupied San Diego County for over the past 10,000 years. The
period from 10,000 to 1,300 years ago is referred to as the Early Period or the Archaic
Period. The San Dieguito are generally accepted as the first inhabitants of the region,

PJ. 13-05 1-1
September 2005



i

| ——

Camp Pendleton

Oceanside e
Laraen
Carlsbad
o Batiguizos
Lagoon
- 0 Vommgy ¥
= .
i Encinitas
o3
—r
[ Solana Beach
- Del Mar
o
o
=
- La Jolla
San Diego

Scale: 1"= 10 miles

Gallegos & Associates

Riverside County

-

San Diego County

Escondido

/

i

PROJECT
AREA

. IJ“\/R;'
& ?A
R "
Sean Viceme

Reservoir

/r'\r“-“""'— - 4 m
Julian
Ramona

Lake
Sutherland

N
-

e
.

o

. P
A~

El Capuan
Lake

Alpine

Mexico

Regional Location of Project

FIGURE
1-1




|

Pt

N
_,;‘r San Dieguito
-

Q\ Reservoir
=
T Y ) .
_.'—'ﬂrt':’&-“:\

Y SELE L e NS @
"\“ & "— A SacciNi
,ﬁmé (e mz?,t_?\;‘é\i\gﬁ 6 LE A \

«//A\_,b ___‘ & : ; oy Wb
) 0\ (= P = S A L

SCALE 1:24000
0

ey = =t -
1000 0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 500G 7000 FEET
== = - | = e Fmme— 1
1 5 0 | KILOMETER

Gallegos & Associates

Project Area Shown on USGS Map

FIGURE
1-2




&

occupying San Diego County as early as 10,000 years ago. The initial occupation, the
San Dieguito Complex, is believed to represent a group of people who entered San Diego
County from the desert. These people hunted, fished, milled plant foods, and collected
and processed shellfish. The occupation from at least 8,300 years ago to roughly 3,500
years ago is also referred to as the La Jolla Complex and Pauma Complex.
Archaeological sites reflecting this occupation are coastal shell habitation sites, inland
hunting and milling campsites, and quarry sites. The San Dieguito Complex and the La
Jolla/Pauma Complexes are believed by this author to be of the same cultural stock,

representing a long period of occupation by one people.

Occupation after 1,300 years ago (Late Period) is well documented by numerous
Kumeyaay/Dieguefio and Luisefioc Native American habitation sites. Artifacts and
cultural patterns reflecting Late Period occupation include small projectile points,
pottery, obsidian from Obsidian Butte, and cremations. The project area falls within the

Kumeyaay territory as described by Kroeber (1925).
1.3.2 Protohistoric Period

The Hispanic intrusion and colonization (1769-1822) within Native American southern
California affected the coastal tribes and peoples living in well-traveled river valleys.
The Mexican Period (1822-1848) saw continued displacement of the native population
by expansion of a land grant program and development of extensive ranchos. The gold
rush and concomitant granting of statehood, combined with an influx of Anglos, caused a
rapid displacement of the native population, as well as deterioration of their culture and
lifeways (Bancroft 1886; Kroeber 1925).

1.4 PREVIOUS WORK
The record search and literature review wags completed at the South Coastal Information

Center (SCIC), San Diego State University (SDSU), San Diego, California, and at the

research library at Gallegos & Associates. Record search results are provided in
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Appendix B. Fourteen studies (Bull 1977; Desautels-Whitney 1980, 1991; Desautels-
Whitney and Desautels 1978; Gallegos et al. 1988; Mooney-Lettieri & Associates 1982;
Norwood 1977a and b; Russell 2002a, b, and c; SRSI 1980, 1981; Schaefer and Moslak
2000; Smith 1989) have been conducted, and eight archaeological sites (CA-SDI-29, CA-
SDI-5222, CA-SDI-5432, CA-SDI-10160, CA-SDI-10213, CA-SDI-10214, and CA-SDI-
11478) are recorded within a one-mile radius of the project area. No studies have been
conducted within the project area and no cuitural resources are recorded within the

project area.

Early USGS maps (1901 San Luis Rey 30’; 1942 Escondido 15" 1946 Escondido 15
1948 Rancho Santa Fe 7.5") were reviewed for early historic structures, however no

historic structures were identified. The record search request is included in Appendix B.
1.4.1 Previously Recorded Sites

® CA-SDI-29

Site CA-SDI-29 was originally recorded by Farmer (1950) as a lithic scatter with an

associated hearth feature. The site is situated on a ridge top and is approximately

61x152 m in area. Disturbance consists of previous agricultural activities.
e CA-SDI-5222

Site CA-SDI-5222 was originally recorded by Bull (1977) as a sparse lithic scatter. The
site is situated in a lemon grove and is approximately 15x5 m in area. Disturbance

consists of previous agricultural activities.
° CA-SDI-5432

Site CA-SDI-5432 was originally recorded by Norwood {1977a) as an isolated milling

feature, consisting of two grinding basins. The site is located adjacent to a creek bed and

PJ. 13-05 1-5
September 2005



is approximately 110x80 m in area. No disturbance was noted, as the feature is located in

dense vegetation.
® CA-SDI-10160

Site CA-SDI-10160 was originally recorded by Noah (1985) as an extensive lithic scatter
consisting of approximately 300-400 volcanic and metavolcanic debitage. In addition, a
lithic tool, a biface, one Chione sp. shell fragment, and a mano fragment were noted. The
site is located on a low ridge within an orange orchard and is approximately 75x100 m in

area. Disturbance consists of previous agricultural activities.
° CA-SD1-10213
Site CA-SDI-10213 was originally recorded by Heritage Environmental Services (n.d.a)

as a milling site consisting of bedrock mortars and grinding basins. The site is located

adjacent to a creek bed and is approximately 15x30 m in area. No disturbance was noted.
® CA-SDI-10214

Site CA-SDI-10214 was originally recorded by Heritage Environmental Services (n.d.b)
as an artifact scatter and quarry. The site is located near the south side of Santa Fe Creek,

however the site area is unknown. No disturbance was noted.
e CA-SPI-11478
Site CA-SDI-11478 was originally recorded by Smith (1989) as a sparse lithic scatter.

The site is located north of Escondido Creek along a wide floodplain and is

approximately 120x45 m in area. No disturbance was noted.
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® CA-SDI-13185

Site CA-SDI-13185 was originally recorded by Fink (1973) as a sparse lithic scatter
consisting of debitage, cores, and tools. The site is located on a small knoll top that
overlooks Escondido Creek and is approximately 30x60 m in area. No disturbance was

noted.

1.5 SUMMARY

The literature review and record search identified 14 previous studies and 8 cultural
resources located within a one-mile radius of the El Montevideo project area. However,
no previous studies or previously recorded archaeological sites are within the project

arca.
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SECTION 2
METHODS, RESULTS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 INTRODUCTION

The current study included a record search, a literature review, and a field survey of the
17.8-acre project area. The survey was conducted for the E1 Montevideo project. Survey

methods, results, and recommendations are provided below.

2.2 SURVEY METHODS

The project area consists of a 17.8-acre parcel within the community of Rancho Santa Fe.
Vegetation within the project area consists of primarily orchards. The project area was
intensively surveyed on foot using 10 m intervals between survey transects in September

2005 by Larry Tift for a total of 3 person hours.

2.3 SURVEY RESULTS

Ground visibility was fair to poor, as most of the project area is covered by native and
non-native grasses and orchards. Disturbance within the project area includes previous
agricultural activities (i.e., terracing, cutting, dirt roads) throughout the project area. The

field survey was negative, identifying no cultural resources within the project area.

2.5 SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The literature review identified no previously recorded prehistoric or historic cultural
resources within the project area. The field survey was also negative, identifying no
cultural resources within the project area. Given the absence of previously recorded
cultural resources and the negative field survey, no additional cultural resource work is

recommended.
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